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SUBJECT: BRANDT MEMOIRS IN SPIEGEL 

1. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL: SUMMARY: SPIEGEL, MAY 17, 

CARRIES HISTORICALLY INTERSTING AND REVEALING SUMMARY 
OF BRANDT MEMOIRES ALONG WITH LENGTHLY EXCERPT FROM 
MEMOIRS COVERING BRANDT'S 1970 ERFURT AND KASSEL 
MEETINGS WITH STOPH. MOST SENSTATIONAL" DISCLOSURE" 

IS BRANDT REPORT THAT ON ON SEPTEMBER 7, 1962 ALLIED 

COMMANDANTS IN BERLIN TOLD HIM THEY THOUGHT SOVIET TANKS 

WERE ABOUT TO TAKE WEST BERLIN INA SURPRISE 

STROKE. WE DOUBT VERACITY OFTHIS " DISCLOSURE”, BELIEVE 

IT POSSIBLE THE SOVIETS WILL TAKE UMBRAGE AT IT, AND 

SUGGEST DEPARTMENT REVIEW ITS FILES COVERING 

BERLIN CRISIS DURING SEPTEMBER 1962 PERIOD. END SUMMARY. 

END CONFIDENTIAL. 
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2. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: IN OVERVIEW ARTICLE INTRODUCING 
FIRST OF SIX EXCERPTS FROM BRANDT S MEMOIRS, SPIEGEL, 

MAY 17, COVERS EXTENSIVELY BRANDT'S ROLE DURING BERLIN 
CRISIS YEARS, STATING THAT BRANDT MADE USEOF CLASSIFIED 
MATERIAL IN HIS MEMOIRS. SPIEGEL STORY BEGINS THAT ON 
SEPTEMBER 7, 1962 ALLIED COMMANDANTS CALLED THEN-GOVERNOR 
MAYOR BRANDT TO OLYMPIC STADIUM ( PRESUMABLY ASB HEAD- 
QUARTERS) TO TELL HIM SOVIET TROOPS WERE CONCENTRATING 
AROUND WEST BERLIN AND AN ATTACK WAS PROBABLE. THE 
COMMANDANTS REPORTEDLY THOUGHT THAT SOVIET TANKS 
WOULD BE USED IN A BLITZ ATTACK WHICH WOULD RESULT IN 

THE REALIZATION OF KHRUSHCHEV'S PLAN FOR A " FREE CITY." 

BRANDT CAME AWAY FROM THAT MEETINGCONVINCED THAT DESPITE 
THEIR MILITARY WEAKNESS IN COMPARISON TO THE SOVIETS 
THE ALLIES WOULD FIGHT IN BERLIN. STORY CONTINUES 
THAT THE U.S. LINKED A POSSIBLE SOVIET MARCH ON BERLIN 
WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF MISSILES INTO CUBA. PRESIDENT 
KENNEDY SENT SECDEF MCNAMARA TO INSPECT TROOP UNITS IN 
THE FRG WHILE NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER BUNDY IN BERLIN 
THREATENED THAT, IN CASE OF CONFLICT, THE U.S. WOULD USE ATOMIC 
WEAPONS. BRANDT WARNED THE SOVIETS THAT IN THE EVENT 
OF A CONFLICT OVER WEST BERLIN, THE SOVIETS WOULD BE 
RISKING ANOTHER POPULAR UPRISING IN THE GDR. 

3. BRANDT DESCRIBED THE ABOVE AS " THE SECRET BERLIN 
CRISIS" WHICH HAD TO BE FACED BEHIND THE BACKS OF THE 
PUBLIC. THE STORY GOES ON TO DESCRIBE BRANDT AS DISAP- 
POINTED WHEN HF.T , EARNED OF THE LIMITED WILLINGNESS TO 
TAKE RISKS OF THE THREE ALLIES IN BERLIN. ON AUGUST 

13, 1961, WHEN THE WALL APPEARED, BRANDT ASKED THAT 

PATROLS BE SENT IMMEDIATELY TO THESECTOR BOUNDARIES 

AND TWENTY HOURS PASSED BEFORE THIS HAPPENED, FORTY 

HOURS PASSED BEFORE THE ALLIES PROTESTED THE WALL TO 

THE SOVIET COMMANDANT, AND IT TOOK SEVENTY-TWO HOURS 

BEFORE THE ALLIES MADE A PROFORMA PROTEST IN MOSCOW. ACCORDING 

TO BRANDT THE WESTERN POWERS HAD BEN CONCNERNED ONLY 

WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF A SEPARATE PEACE TREATY BETWEEN 

MOSCOW AND THE GDR WHICH WOULD HAVE CALLED THE STATUS 

OF WEST BERLIN AND THE ALLIES INTO QUESTION. SINCE THE 

WALL DID NOT TOUCH ON THE STATUS OF THE ALLIES, THE ALLIES 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 USBERL 01066 191539Z 

DID NOT CONSIDERIT NECESSARY TO DEAL WITH IT. RATHER 
THEY CONSIDERED THE SEALING OFF THE GDR AS AN UNDER- 
STANDABLE INTERNAL BLOC MEASURE OF THE SOVIET UNION. 

BRANDT PRESSED FOR ENERGETIC MEASURES INCLUDING A 
DEMONSTRATIVE 

MARCH OF THE WESTERN OCCUPATION TROOPS TO THE SECTOR 
BOUNDARY IN ORDER TO COMPEL THE SOVIETS TO MARCH TO 
THEIR SIDE OF THE WALL AND THUS REVEAL THAT THEY 
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WERE STILL IN COMMAND OF THEIR SECTOR OF THE 
CITY. AFTERWARDS KHRUSHCHEV WAS TO BE INVITED TO 
NEGOTIATIONS OVERTHE STATUS OF THE CITY. 

4. WHEN THE WESTERN POWERS DID NOT ACCEPT BRANDT S 
PROPOSAL , BRANDT CONCLUDED:' 1 THE PRINCIPLE OF QUIET 
ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN MOSCOW AND WASHINGTON WAS 
FUNCITONING DURING THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE WALL AND 
AFTERWARDS." 

5. BRANDT THEN DESCRIBESTHE VISIT OF VICEPRRESIDENT 
LYNDON B. JOHNSON TO BERLIN WITH ANECDOTES SUGGESTING 
THAT THE VICE PRESIDNET DID NOT SEEM UNDULY CONCERNED 
WITH THE SITUATION OF THE BERLINERS. UNDER THE 
IMPRESSION OF PERSONAL HELPLESSNESS AND INACTIVITY 

ON THE PART OF THE ALLIES, BRANDT BEGAN RETHINKING 
HIS POLITICAL VIEWS AND IN THE TWO YEARS AFTER AUGUUST 
13, 1961 WORKEDOUT IN HIS OWN MIND THE CONCEPT OF 
OSTPOLITIK WHICH HE LATER FOLLOWED AS CHANCELLOR. 

6. BRANDT HAS HIGH PRAISE FOR PRESIDENT NIXON IN 

HIS ARTICLES, EXPRESSING APPRECIATION FOR THE PRESIDENT S 

WILLINGNESS TO BRIEF HIM COMPLETELY ON THE QA TALKS AS THEY WERETAKING 

PLACE. HE SAYS THAT PRESIDENT 

NIXON WAS IN CLEAR CONTROL OF FOREIGN POLICY DURING 
HIS ADMINISTRATION. 

7. REMAINDER OF ARTICLE CONTAINS INTERESTING 
HISTORICAL AND ANECDOTAL MATERIAL AB OUT BRANDT'S 
CONTACTS WITH BREZHNEV, STOPH, ADENAUER, DE GAULLE, 

ETC. DE GAULLE'S EARLY AND COMPLETE SUPPORT OF 
OSTPOLITIK, A POLICY WHICH POMPIDOU ALSO FOLLOWED, 

IS GRATEFULLY NOTED. ON HUMOROUS SIDE, BRANDT 
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RECALLS HOW DE GAULLE KEPT MENTIONING "PRUSSIA" 

IN CONVERSATION. IT TOOK BRANDT SOMETIME TO REALIZE 
THAT DE GAULLE WAS SPEAKING OF "GDR" IN REFERRING TO 
PRUSSIA. ONLY RESULTS OF BRANDT'S EFFORTS TO CORRECT 
DE GAULLEWERE THAT DE GAULLE THEN SPOKE OFBOTH 
PRUSSIA AND SAXONY WHEN HE MEANT GDR. 

8. FIRST OF SIX EXCERPTS FROM MEMOIRSWAS THIRTEEN 

PAGE RATHER COMPLETE ACCOUNT OF BRANDT'S 1970 MEETINGS 
WITH STOPH AT ERFURT AND KASSEL. END CLASSIFIED.. 

9. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL: WE SUSPECT THAT SOVIETS MAY 
BE DISTURBED AT SUGGESTION THEY INTENDED TO GRAB 
WEST BERLIN IN SEPTEMBER 1962. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND 
THAT WHILE THEREWERE SOVIET TROOP MANEUVERS AT THE 
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TIME, THERE WAS NO SERIOUS FEAR IN ALLIED CAPITALS OF 
A POSSIBLE STRIKE AT THE CITY. WE ALSO DOUBT THAT 
COMMANDANTS EVER EXPRESSED SUCH A FEAR TO BRANDT 
ALTHOUGH NO ONE OF COURSE HAS CLEAR RECORD OF 
WHATMIGHT HAVE BEEN SAID BY INDIVIDUALS COMMANDANTS 
AT THE GFRINGES OF MEETINGS OR ON SOCIAL OCCASIONS. 

DEPT MAY WISH TO REVIEW ITS RECORDS OF SEPTEMBER 7, 

1962 MEETING AND BERLIN SITUATION OF THAT TIME.GEORGE 
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